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8 the preſent, tumultuous feene; of public 
- affairs on the continent, and in the European ifs 
lands, and the variety of political ſenuments 
which agitate the minds of mens the author of 
the following reflections, has taken the —_— 


to ſuggeſt to his readers, an idea, which 2 of 
neg 


to him but little attended to, in this 
abounding ſcepticiſm, and criminal 
divine revelati n, which can aſſiſt us in deter- 
mining the events of the ſolema ITT ow 
tending tbe revolution in France. 1 


As a people, who profeſs à regard for the forlps 
tures, that of the accompliſhment of prophecy; 
claims our ferjous attention. ' That the ſcriptures 
mult be fulfilled is a truth that none will heſitate 
to acknowledge, Who have not arrived to that 
pitch of infidelity, which diſcards all faith in the 
oracles of God. 


This is ons of the moſt foretbl> be! fob 
" the truth of divine revelation, and a late elegant 
A 2 4. 


% 


_— 


writer (a), in his diſſertations on ſcfipture prophe- 
cies, has done more, to eſtablich the troth and 
ſtability of the ſacred writings from this prin- 
- Ciple, than all modern writers on the ſubject. 
Events foretold, ſometimes generally, at other 
times with a minutiz of circumſtances. hundreds 
paſt, which have been fulfilled, and 
are fuliing, demonſtrate the prediction of them, 
to have been the work of that God; who de- 
olares the end from the beginning, and the things 
that are afar off. %% 45 jo. Toexcite our at- 
tention to this idea alone, the writer, has for- 
born any reflection of à political nature, on 
parties in the preſent conteſt 3'or any 
blic confeſſion of his own political creed. He 
ſenſible, that the events are all determi-1ed by 
him, who does what he pleaſes among the ar- 
mies of heaven. and the inhabitants of the earth. 
Dan. 4. 35. He does not eſtimate the events of 
wars and battles,” by numbers or policy; but by 
the power, wiſdom, and providence of God, 
who uſes what meaſures, and inftruments he 
pleaſes ;/ and ſometimes, the moſt unlikely to ace 
compliſh his purpoſes. Many great events have 
been effected, by the moſt abandoned and wicked 
A men; ſuch was the captivity of the 
church of God; the death of Jeſus Chriſt ; and 
our own Reformation from Popery through the 
Iuſt, and capricious temper of Henry VIII. It 
is with the events of providence we have to do 
more than the means employed about them. 


of years 


any of the 


That great events are to take place in the world, 
the conſummation of all things, is tho 


, E A late Biſhop of Briſtal. 
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language of prophecy. To keep things in the 
ſame ſituation from age to age, is as prepoſterous 
an attempt, as to redute them to the condition 
of former ages. Variableneſs and mutahility, 
are concomitants in all the affairs of the world. 
No friend to the cauſe ot Proteſtantiſm, can with 
or pray, for the continuance of Popery, Maho: 
metiſm, and idolatry ; if webelieve the doctrines of 
the reformers, we ſhall be concerned tor the pre- 
valenceof them; as the only benevolent religion 
adapted to the preſent and future welfare of man- 
Kind. A religion that breathes nothing elſe, but 
glory to God in the higheſt, peace on earth, and 
good will towards men. We ſhall feel diſguſted, 
with every attempt, to retard the deſigns of pro- 
vidence, in his diſpenſations, to overthrow the 
obſtacles, exiſting in the way of the propagation, - 
and tucceis of truth in the world. N 


It is obvious, if the bible is our guide, that in 
the preſent ſtate of the world, all changes that 
have a relation to the deſtruction of Antichriſt, 
will be preceded by convulſions and agitations, 
in the civil and eccleſiaſtical affairs of thoſe na- 
tions, where popery exiſts; the principles of 
which, ſtand in the way to the progreſs of truth. 
God wilt ſhake all nations, to purge away the 
doctrine, laws, and forms of Antichriſt; that the 
governments of the workd may be aſſiſtant in pro- 
moting the goſpel, and eſtabliſhing the kingdom 
of Chriſt in the earth. . — 


This is the great point, to which all the re- 


markable providences in the world are directed, 
1o far as we view politics in this light, as Chriſ- 
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fans, we ſhall not err, to ue, it ſhould be a mat- 
ter of indifference what Kind of governments 
prevail in the world, our Lord's kingdom does not 
| belong to it. | 


 - The chief excellency of a government, conſiſts 
in its tendency to promote the kingdom of Chriſt, 
and as f ee ones, undoubtedly antwer this deſign 

the beſt, we may lawfully with, and pray for ſuch 

to prevall, in oppoſition, to arbitrary power and 
deſpotiſm. Popery has always theltered itſelf 
under theſe ſhades. The truth of the gofpel has 
always flouriſhed beſt, when aided by the benign 
toflvence of civil liberty. As long as popery wab 
Tupported in France, by a' deſpotic government, 

I prevailed; now that is removed, it has fallen 
Jike Dagon before the ark; dreadful has been the 
. fall of it, and thoſe who ſupported it; yet pain- 
ful and violent as the inſtruments and means have 
been ; and however ſome may be diſpoſed, to 
- exclude the providence of the moſt high, out of 
theſe ſcenes of miſery, there is 1 conceive, a ftrik- 
- ing analogy between them, and ſeveral parts of 


prophecy. 


So remarkable an event, as the French revolu- 
tion in the annals of hiftory, When every cir- 
enmfancecan be collected, may appear, at ſome 
future period, expreſ ly foretold in 2 lan- 
guage. Prophetic events, are wrapped up in ob- 
ſcurity. and during the time they are accompliſh- 
ing, ate like the break of day, in which objects 
are not diliinftly ſeen, the language in Which 
- they are expreſſed, is uſually figurative, and the 
_ -\ Whole deſigu, requires to be completed, before 


% 
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it can be aſcertained. This has been the Caſe, 
with the prophecies of the Revelations, particu- 
larly, it was not until the light of the Reformation, 
that book began to be ſtudied; and that literal 
Antichriſt, was generally. underſtood to be ap- 
plicable to the church of Rome. To doubt it at 
preſent, amongſt Proteſtant churches, would be 
2 faſtidious denial of the plaineſt evidence, and: 
the moſt ſirtking analogies. If the church of 
Rome be not Antichriſt, we may look in vain io 
- find him; but the Holy Ghoit drew the picture, 
© and faithful hiſtory affurds us the real figure. Ex- 
ternal grandeur ſupported by worldly power; in- 
venting and propagating the moſt horrid blaſphe- 
mies; glutting / herſelf with the blood of the 
ſaints ; extending her faſcinating empire over the 


+ nations. Theſe are ſome of the traits, in the 


- character of that mother of harlots, and abomi- 
nation of the earth. 33 


There are two phecies, between which and 
the revolution in France there is a likeneſs. Time 


* 


muſt evince their agreement, in all circumſtances 


of the connection; if any future events ſhould 


_  agfee with greater preciſion, the preſent apparent 


ſenſe of them, will, prove only conjettural— ' 
Little as we have to do with futurity, in the af- 
fairs of time as Chriſtians, we may innocently. 
err, in being too haſty, to ſee with our ooẽn eyes 
the great things God will accompliſh in the world. 
Every accompliſhment of prophecy, is an addi- 
tional ſtrength to our faith. A grace, which re- 
yo ſupport, in the midſt of fo much infidelity 

- abounding in the world, 2 1 


N 


(6% )” 
The refugee; De jIurieu, a Proteſtant miniſter - 
in Holland; at the cloſe of the lait century, wrote 
_ a book entitled the Accompliſhment of the Pro- 
phecies; chiefly omthe Revelation. In which he 
applies, Rev. I 1. 13. to the downfall of popery 
in France. It was his error to attempt to eſtabliſh 
epochs to the times and ſeaſons, the Fother has 
' reſerved in his oẽ n power. Ae 1. 7. 1 conceive. 
be was more happy iu his object.. He interpreis tho 
flaying of the witneſſes, to the revocation of the 
edict of Nanta, about the year 1685. Ihe revo- 
oation of this decree, fell very heavy upon the 
Hugonots (b) in that kingdom; and eſpecially on 
their miniflers, They were required to conform 
to the eſtabliſhed religion, or quit their homes in 
ſome hours. Thoſe who lived at à diſtance from 
the frontiers, were [obliged to. travel with the. 
greateſt ſpeed from poſt to poſt, to eſcape with, 
impunity ; their hearers bad their eſtates conſiſ- 
- Gated, their habitations plundered, their perſons 
abuſed,” dragoons were quartered on them, and 
every ſpecies of barbarity-exerciſed. It is ſaid 
no leſs than 400,000 of Lewis's Proteſtant ſubjects. 
were driven from their homes, to ſeek ſhelter an ny 
rt in various parts of Europe. The ſuppret- 
ſion of theſe witneſſes. has continued à century. 
 Seme expoſitors to clear the difficulty of their? 
being killed, only three das and halt, or three; 
years and a half, ſuppoſe, he time indetermina te 3, 
or; that three years and a hf, ij a ſufficient time, - 
for the putrefaction of dead bodies (c, thattheir 
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{Þ) The' Proteſtants. ſo called becauſe ty Aſembſed in cellars. 
near Hugo's gate, in the city of Tous. Dawilas ut. of CK. 


Wars in France, 


(64) Vide Doddridge in loe, OTE Tak 
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69. 


reſurrection might appear the more wonderful to 
the ſpectators. A few years ſince, we could ſee 
no proſpect af toleration in France being eſta» 
blifked ; according to their preſent views, they 
are even diſguſted; at the idea of ſuch a word be- 
ing neceſſary ; for. all to worſhip God, as they 
plea ſe, is to them, a natural right of man, This 
appears to be the reſurrection of tbe witneſſes. 
The earthquake which has ſucceeded this, ap- 
peats more analogous, to the preſent ſtate of 
things in France, than the preceding verſes; but 
as we read hiſtory forward, we muſt trace pro- 
phecy backward. If the event, accords with the 
beginning, and the 15th and following verſes be > 
- fultled in faſt approaching time; our view and” 
ſenſe of the prophecy preceding, is not premu- 
ture. A dreadful earthquake it has been, which 
has convulſed almoſt every part of the world. A 
tenth part, and the greateſt kingdom, in connec 
tion with the Roman hierarchy, has fallen; and 
in the fall, ſeven thonſand names of men have 
been flain, which expoſitors generally agree, to 
denote, the deſtruction of monks, friars, and 
ons of title and office. What agreement there 
is between this part of the prophecy, and the 
events that have, and are taking place, the diſ- * 
cerning reader muſt judge. Shonld their preſent 
awful and diftreſting calamities, diſpoſe them to 
give glory to God, by acknowledging the equity 
of his: providences, and judgments; the correi- 
will de ſtriking” 1 ſhould be happy to 
find them in fach' a diſpoſitioonn ION 
The other is, Rev: 16. 12. the pouring out f 
the fixth vial,” on the brea t river Euphrates, uſu- 


= 


= 
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ally underſtood, to ſignify ſome great impediment 

in the way, to the propagation of the goſpel. 
- Dr. Gill obſerves, that the Euphrates being dried 

up, denotes the diminution and impoveriſhing of 
the papacy, by the loſs of ſecular power and 
riches, as indulgences, &c. &c. the ſeparation of 
temporal kingdoms from her juriſdiction; as 2 
river is the channel of commerce, its drying up. 
the loſs of it. Its clear from ſeveral paſſages of 
ſeripture, that antient Babylon was typical of 
myſtical Babylon, the one has derived { is name 
from the other. It was through the literal Ba- 
bylon, that either a branch, or the whole cur- 
rent of the Euphrates ran, it was its ſtrength, in 
connection with its walls, and had not its current 
been diverted, it is probable, that Cyrus had ne- 
yeritaken that ci y ; but that being done, by im- 
menſe labour, the conqueſt of that proud cit 
was effected (d). Euphrates under this vial, 4 
ſome barrier and ſupport of the antichriſtian em- 
pire, which muſt be dried up, to facilitate the 
Ipreading of the goſpel. - Some expoſitors ſup- 
pode, it is the Turkiſh empire, which muſt be de- 

oyed, previous to the goſpel being carried into 

the eaſt, and the re- eſlabliſhment of the Jews in 
their own land. | 


_ There are ſome difficulties to this idea, which 
I decline notice; eſpecially the oppofition that 
is to be made under this vial, expreſſed in the 
2 3th and following verſes, which to me, appears 
inconſiſtent to the deſtruction of Mahometiſi 
whoever are the inſtruments of its dow unfall, il 


(d) Prid. Con: Part 1. B. 3. P- 121. 
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be under an extraordinary influence of divine 

rovidence; 21. effect a work greatly intereſt- 
nh tothe kingdom of Chriſt in the world. 


The order of the vials, according to the ſcheme 
of the judicious Lowman, leads us to expect ſome 
great event about this time. The th vial, he ap- 

lies to the Proteftant reformation, Which was 

| un about the year 1518, which is now two 
hundred and ſeventy-five years ſince, a longer pe- 
riod than he aligns to any of the other vials., 


« As the firſt of theſe vials; and conſequently 
6 all that follow, is expreſely ſaid to be mor 
« out upon the men that had the mark of the l 
«© and:tworſhipped kis ĩmage. We muſtT think con- 
0 clude, that the judgments intended by them, are 
«, ſuch, as were to be executed upon the anti- 


„ chriſtian church, during the period of 1200 


«years (e). Conſequently within the pale of that 
church, we muſt look for the calamities intended 
dy thele vials. | 1 


If as ſome ſuppoſe, that the Turkiſh empire 
muſt be deſtroyed, to make way for the kings of 
the Eaſt, to come and _ een ek this 
appears repugnant to pro y, which makes 
ths tra of its deftrudtion, to be thoſe 
kingdoms, that gave their power and ſtrength to 
the beaſt, who will afterwards hate her, cat her 

fleſh, and burn her with fire. A remarkable in- 
. Nance of this truth, we have at preſent before 
our eyes. 70 | | 


(e) br. Guyſe, note, Rev. 16. 2. . 
1 20 ol l 
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Tt is well known, that the kingdom of France, 
has been the great barrier and ſupp rt of the Ro- 
man hierarchy.. Is it not . that this myſ- 
terious Euphrates is now drying up, by the amaz- 
ing revolution that has taken place? The ſup- 
prgthon.of monaſteries, / nunneries, diſowning all 
authority af the Pope, bumbling. and anuihilat- 
ing the power of à proud ambitious-clergy, the 
deſtruction of metallic ſaints, ſhrines, and ſuch 
ſuperſtitious” relies; Which have corrupted the 
mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, and for ages buried theo 
populace in ignorance and ſuperſtition. To me 
there ere ag ſtriking ſemblance, eſpecially 
when I conſider hom great an impediment, the ar- 
bitrary and ſupexſtitious government of, France 
bas been to the, ſpreading of truth, the great ſup- 
port of Antichriſt, and far upwards of two hun- 
dred years, the avowed, enemy of the reformation. 
I am. perſuaded, the eyes of thouſands, are fixed 
on theſe prophecies, - and anxiouſly waiting, the. 
event of this wonderful diſpenſation, ..., + 
; . wir vivti 19 
But ſhould not this event, have beert particu- 
latly characterized inthe ſacred page, A variety 
of, circumſtances that.preceded and followed it, 
undoubredly are ; and it is to theſe I principally, 
ba the attention of my readers, as the beſt ſource _ 
of improvement. All-divine providences, Whether 
national, domeſtic, or perſonal, demand our ob- 
ſervation, reverence, and ſubmiſſion. Who fo 
«3s, wiſe and will obſerve .thele things,,&c.”— 
Fſ. 107. 43. Hoſe. 14. 9. There have not been 
any events of 2 providential nature, for many 
ears, ſo wort hy our attention as the preſent ſcene 


France. We have now before our eyes, ſtrik- 
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ing and affeRing procfs,of thedivine ſoveretgiity; | | 


the truth of ſolemn denunciations againſt guilty ' 
nations; the hardneſs of the human heart under 
the moſt painful ſufferings ; the retribution of 
diyine:juftice for paſt evils; and the inſufficiency | 
of human power to retard the progreſs of the di- 


vine decrees,” in. thoſe changes of times and*ſea- |. 


ſons, which are conſpiring to the demolition of 
Antichriſt; and the advancement of the kingdom 
of Chriſt in this world. The voice of God crieth ' 
© to the city, the man of wiſdom, will bear the 
Y rod, and him that has appointed it.. -r 
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One of the greateſt evils a natioꝶ oan be/guilty | | 
Gel a. 


of, is the perſecution of the chureh of 

ſome of the moſt awful and pointed threa tnings 
are denounced againſt ſuch. Zeck. 12. 2, 3, 4. 
Neu. c. 160. 24. 1—5. If, 10. 2429, This 
has evidently been the caſe of the kingdom of 
France, her kings, ber nobles, and hef prieſts, 
have been periecutors. ' They have abuſed their 
great power, in the moſt outrageous violations of * 
the rights of conſcience. - By all readers of ecele- 
ſiaſtical hiſtory, it muſt have been obſerved, that 
France has produced, à greater number of martyrs 
for pure Chriſtianity, than all the other European 
nations, the land has been ſoaked with blood, 
occaſioned by the moſt arbitrary edicts, and eruel 
exertions of power. The authors of theſe diſaſ- 
ters, are now marked by the puniſhments inflicted 
on their ſucceſſors; It's a divine decree, that the 
nations and kingdonis' that will not ſerve the 
church, ſhall periſh ; yea thoſe nations ſhall be 
utterly waſted: - J 60. 12 duch has been the na- 


61450 

tion before us, it has hardened its heart, and ſhut 

its eyes, againſt the light of truth; from the 
- dawn of the reformation, to the revocation of the 
edict of Nautz, it never reſted, until it had ex- 

- pelled from its coaſts, the excellent of the earth, 

_ «deat to all arguments, apologies, and remon- 
ſtrances; the piety, morality, and integrity of the 
Hugonots, have never ſoftened its brutal and per- 

- ſecuting ſpirit ;; its real language to the Proteſ- 

tants, has been that of Charles the Ninth, to the 
Prince of Conde, who with an angry voice, and 
terrible *. ſpake only three words unto him, 

_« Maſs, , or Baſtile ;” not ſuffering him to 
reply one word to the contrary. () Henry the 

Third. when he declared himſelf head of the Ca. 
tholic league, affirmed with loud ſpecious proteſ- 

* tations, that he would ſpend his laſt breath, to 
reduce all his people to one religion, and an en- 
tire obedience to the Roman church ; hard taſk 

- for a mortal! Lewis the Fourteenth, aſſigned as 
a 1 reaſon for his conduct, in the n ' 
ment his religious ſubjects, it was hrs will, 
there ſhould be a uniformity of religion in bis 
kingdom; a fine reafon for oppreſſion, inhuma- 

- nity, and.cruelty! -The French monarchy has 
been at the bottom of all the plots and endeavours 
to overthrow the fabric of the reformation, in 

all the Proteſtant ſtates of Europe; and ever 

looked upon it with a malicious eye, as the ene- 
my to arbitrary power and deſpotiſm. Now je- 
hovah has come forth out of the holy place, to 
viſit for theſe perſecutions, in the perſons of their 


ſucceſſors ; they have fought againſt his people, 
55 1 {f) Dayila, fol. p, 285. Hd. Bid, 


5 — 


Fi? 
he is fighting againſt them, he has carried waſt- 
ing and deſtruction into their houſes, their haughty 
people have languiſhed, and their tranſgreſſions 
are heavy upon them. Ja. 24. 20, 21. The 
Lord is retaliating the blood of his people, which 
has been ſhed in the quarrel of his cauſe; at laſt, 
he has b&ard the cry of the ſouls under the altar, 
who have long exclaimed, ©** O Lord holy and 
true, doſt thou not judge, and our blood, 
on them, that dwell on the earth.“ Rev. 6. 10, 
Did Abel's blood cry for vengeance, and ſhall the 


blood of ten thouſands, who have died by tbe 


perſecuting ſpirit of France, not be heard ? O 
yes, puniſhment may be delayed for a time; but 
the divine patience has fixed bounds, there will 
dea time, when Jehovah will ſay, for the op- 
pre ſſion of t he poor, for the ſighing of the needy, 

now will I ariſe,” Eſ. 12. 5. He has called the 
fowls of heaven to“ eat the fleſh of kings, and 
captains, and mighty men, &c, * Rev. 19. 18. re- 
tributive juſtice alone belongs to God, and he 
will puniſh when, and how he , he will re- 


ward Babylon, even is ſhe has. rewarded the | 


church. Rev. 18. 6, 7, 8. How affectingly has 
— prophecies. and ſimilar ones been fulfilled. 
the quantity of human blood, already ſhed in 
this conteſt, What lamentable details have 
reached and wounded our ears for months paſt, 
we have had bloody news, ſhocking to humanity, 
O where ſhall we ſeek for the original cauſe of 
this ſanguiuary intelligence? Here it is, the judge 
ot all the earth, is making inquiſition for blood, 
long fincc ſhed in the — of his people. 
ce tempus exhibuit revs 1 | 
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To enumerate, all the bloody detaile, which 
have been recorded i in hiſtory, would be tedious, 
even in a chronological table; and indeed, a very 

little portion, of the ſufferings of God's people in 

-- that kingdom, could. have been collected, in the 
miadſt of civil wars; obſcure places, and promiſ- 
cuous maſlacre ; their private ſufferings exceed 

all imagination, Ihe words of the àpoſtle, may 
apply to them, being deſtitute, afflicted, tor- 
-mented:” Heb; 11. 33. a ſpecimen of them, may 
not be unneceſſary, to affect our paſſions; and re- 

. cal. exceſſive compaſſion from preſent. ſufferers, 
{to thoſe who ſuffered: ſo cruelly: by the hands of 
their papiſtical anceſtors ; nor 4 it ta be pre- 

ſumptuous, to ſuppoſe, that ſome of thoſe, now 

| _ ſuffering, by banithment, confiſcation of property, 
24 _ and the ſword, are the natural, and lineal deſcen- 
= ..dantsof thoſe, who in their day, Ku en 5 
e ad others, F 


_ the reign of Charles the Ninth, one of the 
-moſt ſanguinary princes in the long lit of perſe- © 
.cutors,- and in the year 157, the court pretended - 
to grant the Hugonots an advantageous peace, 
and a match was. concluded between Henry the 

young king of Navarre, and the ſiſter of Charles. 

” The | heads, of the Proteſtant party were invited 

to Paris, to celebrate the nuptials, but the real 

_ __ defign, horrid hypocriſy! was to butcher all the 

Peroteſtants in one night. The 24th of Auguſt in 
- _  heevening,: was fixed upon for this infernal 2 : 

* ject. Sunday too l Satred day for this act 
pery! But the better day the better deed. The a 

preßdent Charron, and the prevoſt des Mare- 
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„ 
chauſes were ordered to provide two thouſand | 
armed men, who ſhould wear '2*thirt ſleeve on 
their left arm, and white croſſes in their hats. 
The ſheriffs of the different wards, were ordered 
to be in readineſs. On ringing the bell of the 


: 


palace clock ; lights were to be put in all the win- 
dows, to expedite the aſſaſſination. At the time 


appointed, the dukes of Guiſe, and Aumale, the 
grand prior of France, the king's baſtard brother, 


Lo 
” 


and other. commanders and ſoldiers, amounting } , 


to 300 men, forcibly entered the admiral's houſe, 
a hugonot, and having killed without mercy, all 
the ſervants, one Beſme, appointed for the work 


with others, went up to the admiral's chamber, 


— 


— * 44 - 


on his hearing the noiſe, he gat up, and kneeled _, 


down againſt the bed, turning round, he ſaw 


with him, ** Young man you ought to have re- 
verence on my gray hairs; but do what you will, 


you can only ſhorten my lite a little time.” In- 
ſenſible to remorſe, he ſtabbed him in the breaſt, 


— 
— 


" 


Beſme with a drawn ſword, and expoſtulated with _ 


the others in different parts of the body, the bo- 
dy was immediately thrown out of the window, 


and dragged into the ſtable. His ſon- in- law, and 
_ Guerchy, his lieutenant, were murdered at the 


ſame time, in another part of the palace. 


- At this inſtant, Monſieur De O. colonel of the . F 


f 
4 
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king's guards, called the principal of the Proteſ-;,.,, 


| tants into the Louvre, one by one, who being, : 
come into the court, were all Killed by the ſol- 
diers, who ſtood in two long rapks, with their 
arms ready for the purpoſe; two hundred of them, 
were killed in this manner. The relation of this 


* 


ſcene, cannot but recal our attention for a mo- 


C 
* . 
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ment, to the ſcene at the Thuilleries, on the 10th. 
of Auguſt, 1792. This was only the prelude to 
the dreadful ſlaughter that was to follow. Now 
the bell of the palace clock, gave the ſignal to 
the prevoſt, and them under his command ; who 
immediately ruſhed upon the Hugonots, where- 
ver they could find them, without diſtinction of 
age, ſex, or condition. All the people were up 
in arms under the maſters of parithes ; and can- 
dlles being lighted up in every window, facilitate 
-the bloody ſcene, from houſe to houſe, and en- 
abled the butchers, to diſcriminate the ſheep 
appointed for the flaughter.' The ſervants of the © 
Prince of Conde, and the king of Navarre, were 
taken from them and cut to pieces. The Proteſ- 
aants lodged in the Fauxbourg St. Germaine, fled 
precipitately in the night. Athirſt for blood, thc 
duke of Guiſe with many horſe and foot, over- 
took them, unfortunate victims of helliſh cru- 
elty! Some without ſMoes, wirhout arms to make 
reſiſtance, and without faddles to make the ſpee- 
dieft uſe of their horſes ; under theſe circum- 
ſtances of diſtreſs, they were all either flaugh- 
- "tered or diſperſed. The body of the admiral was 
led out of the ſtable, the head torn from its 
by the ſoldiers, the hands cut off, and the 
ttunk afterwards dragged through the fireets to 
- Montfaucon, the place of execution; where 
hargged byone leg, it was partly burned. The Pro- 
teſtants who were pointed out in the ſtreets, were 
torn in _ by the poplace and caſt into the ri- 
ver. This evening and the ſucceeding. day, 
10,000 perſons, of whom 500 were barons, knighte, 
and gentlemen, were killed in Paris and its en- 
virons. On the day preceding this dreadful ex- 
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ecution, the King diſpatched poſts to the gover- 
nors of cities, and provinces, to do the ſame as 
at Paris. Nothing but clearing the ſtage of them, 
could ſatisfy the fury of this man! Accordingly, 
on the ſame evening, and ſucceeding days, plenty - 
of blood was ſhed at Meaux, Orleans, Rouen, 

Angiers, Thoulouſe, and abyve all at Lyons, (g) to 
the number of 30,0-0. This was followed by 
another civil war, which in addition to the others, 

on account of religion, devoured, ſays Puffen- 

dorf 1, ooo of people.” (h) Shall ſo much 
blood and oppreſſion be occaſioned, by the ſpirit 
of Antichriſt wit hout an inquiſition ? 


It appears, that ſeveral thouſands of the Wal- 
denſes, exiſted in Provence in the year 1545. 
previous to this date, five years ſentence was pro- 
nounced againft them in the parliament of Aix; 
that they ihould all be promiſcuoully deltroyed, . 
their houſes pulled down, their village Merin- 
dole levelled with the ground, all the trees cut 
down, and the place to be made a deſert. Some 
political reaſons, however, retarded the execu- 
tion of this deciſion till the above mentioned year; 
when Meinier, the preſident of the parliament, 
having muſtered men from Marſeilles, Aix, and 
Arles, they made an irruption into the villages of 
theſe pious and inoffenſive people, putting all to 
fire and ſword. Many of thein 
cularly women, fled. There were ſeen, women 
with children in their arms, ſome with cradles, . 
and others big with child following them, Many 


(s) The emphaſis of Davila, p. 182. 
(by Pull, Hi. of Europe. - 


5 — 
- F,*" we: x; 2 
r 1999 1 7 


\ . 12 _ 
— 
— Os — * 


D 


n 
* — 


(Sy 


of the men left their wives and daughters, with 
pitiful lamentations, hoping the delicacy of their 
flex, would ſoſten the brutality of t&eir perſecu- 
tors. Alas they were too callous for ſuch impreſ- 

. Hons{ © The tender mercies of the wicked are 
cruelty.” Prov: 12. 10. At Cabriere, the towns 
people upon a promiſe of indemniry, open their 
ates to theſe wolves in human form; but after 2 
little pauſe they are put to the ſword. Thoſe who 
- *Had fled to the church, and wine cellar of the 
"caſtle, are pulled into àa meadow, ftript naked, 
And thruſt through with the ſword. Meinier ſhut 
up 40 women in a barn full of hay and ſtraw, 
And ſet it on fire, they pulled off their clothes to 
_ Imother the flames; but the attempt was fruit- 
leis, ſome of them endeavoured to eſcape by the 
great window; but are driven back with ſpikes, 
and ſpears, and are ſmothered and burnt, with 


„ their companions. In the vicinity of Mus, 25 


men were concealed ina cave, being diſcovered, 
all of them were either ſuffocated or burnt. Many 
were ſtarved in the woods, others taken priſoners, 
Aud condemned to the gallies; no method was 
© "forgot, to extirpate them from the earth (h).— 
Ho ſimilar the decree, to thoſe which have oc- 
cCaſioned the like devaſtations in the department 
of Le Vendee, and at Lyons!—The- ſpirit of 
Popery, is well expreſſed, in a ſaying of Farneſe, 
That he would make ſuch a ſlaughter in Ger- 
many, that his horſe might ſwim in tbe blood of 
the Lutherans {i} "(> Rs 


CY 
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tb) Sleidan's Hiſt. of Reformation, B. 16. p. 348. 
8 4 ( Sleidan, B: 17. P- 395. | | 
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In the year 1534, ſome papers were poſted up 
in Paris, concerning the maſs. The authors be- 
ing difcovered by informers, were burned in a 
barbarous manner; for they were tied to 2 
pulley, and drawn np a great height; then let 
down into the fire, ſnatched up again, at lait the 


rope was cut, and they dropped into the flames. 
E Thoſe more learned than the reſt, had their 


tongues cut out, before they were brought tothe 


ſtake, left they ſhould ſpeak to the people (k). 
A poor cauſe that cannot be combatted with the 
tongue: No maſſes now in France! 


Theſe are ſome, of the many cruelties, the an- 
tient government of France has been guilty of, 
and ſufficient to ſhe us, the cauſe of their pre- 
ſent calamities. Jehovah is making iaquifition 
for blood, and at the ſame 1imedeltroying the 
cauſe of them, The power and ſpirit of popery 
(if there be any meaning and truth in prophecy,) - 
they muſt be deitroyed, though all theearth ſhould 
- + rife up to prevent it. The dectee is gone forth, 
_._ ane* this tall tree muſt be cut down. A woe 
is pronounced upon the enemies of the church, 
and God has choſen his inſtruments, to pur it in 
execution. V 33: 1. To every ſerious obſerver, 
there is a pg analogy between former, and 
preſent events in that kingdom, with a reverſe of 
fortune, the King, the nobles; and clergy; have 
received the meaſure their anceſtors hade meted 
to others; Proteſtant emigrants, are ſucceeded 
by others, ſtrenuous for the continuance of 
© arbitrary power and ſuperſtition ; the fireets 
of Paris, which ran with blood; "on the eve 


) Sleidan, B. 9. p. #95: 4 7 
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of black Bartholomew day; have fince been 
ſtained with the blood of popiſh prieſts and 
their ſupporters ; the Seine has again been diſco- 
loured, and made a” watery grave for hundreds; 
that property which has been employed in the 
ſupport of a perſecuting throne and church, is 
now employed in preventing their re-eſtabliſh. 
ment; thoſe parts of France formerly the ſcenes 
of conteſt between Papiſts and Proteſtants, (if 
my memory does not fail me,) are now the prin- 
ipal ſcenes of devaſtation, particularly Lyons. 
Such ls the juſtice of God, in the law of retali- 
ation, and papal France may ſay, as Adonibezek 
once did, As I have done o Gcd hath re- 
-. quited me.” Judges 1. 7. I fear, that apreju- 
- diced attachment to the cauſe, as well as the 1uf- 
- ferings of a ſet of men, (undoubtedly claimants 
on our humanity) attended with ignorance of 
theſe perſecutions, and no fmall degree of infide- 
lity, has blinded the minds of many; that they 
< conſider not the work of the Lord, nor regard 
©: the operation of his hands.” / 5. 12. 


The methods by which the providence of God, 
will deſtroy the kingdom of Antichriſt, are de- 
cidedly noticed in the ſacred pages, terrible and 
affecting judgments; and the filent powerful ope- 
' rations of his grace on the ſpirits of men. For 
Want of diſtinguiſhing theſe, the minds of many 

_are kept in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe, reſpecting the pre- 


ſent diſaſters in France. The records of theſe 
judgments, are principally in the Revelations.— 

e there read of noiſome and grievous ſores, in- 
flicted on the men, which had the mark of the 
beaſt, of their being ſcorched with fire, and 
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knawing their fingers for pain, of great hailflones 
falling from heaven, inſtigating them to blaſ- 
pheme the ſacred name of God, of thunders 
lightnings, and earthquakes, all figurative ex- 
preſſions, to denote the calamities which God 


will bring on the empire of Antichriſi. 


| The other is expreſſed by theſe words of the 
apoſtle, 2 Thef. 2. 8. ** Whom the Lord ſhall 


conſume with the ſpirit of his mouth, and de- 


ſtroywith the brightneſs of his coming,” denotin 

the efficacy of his word, and the ſplendor of his 
truth, no mental errors can be deſtroyed any other 
way. Judgments are reſerved for the errors of 
popery; divine grace for the cure of it; but pre- 
vious to this mercy, her plagues ſhall come in 
one day, death, mourning, and famine, and ſhe 
ſhall utterly be burnt with fire; for ſtrong is the 
Lord God that judgeth her. Rev. 18. 8. All 


the remarkable appearances of Jehovah, in fa- 


vour of the Proteſtant Reformation have been at- 


tended with theſe diſtreſſes; or ſucceeded them, 


inſtance the wars ſucceediog the reformation; the 
Civilconteſts in France; the liberationof the Dutch 
provinces. A remark of Sleidan's Continuator, 
at the cloſe of his account of the Council of 
Trent, is worthy our attention. From this 
% day forward, the Proteſtants renounced all com- 


* merce and friendſhip with the church of Rome, 
« and ſhe has by this council, put herſelf out of 
„the power of a reconciliation. So that now, 


e the quarrel is put entirely into the hands of 
« God, and all human wiſdom is baffled for ever. 
© Time, the ſword, or the providence of God, 
may perhaps put an end to it ; but no council 


2 


04 | 

© or decree of man ever ſhall.” (1) This pre- 
diction has proved true, upwards of two hundred 
years have elapſed, fince the light of the goſpel 
broke out, a variety of judgments have fallen on 
the anti-chriſtian party, what effects have they 

produced? As yet, they have“ blaſphemed the 
name of God, which has power over theſe 


* plagues, and they have not repented to give 


% him the glory.” Rev. 16. 9. The fins of France 
ate marked with peculiar aggravations, in reſpect 
to their oppoſition to the light of the goſpel, more 
than any other Kingdom that has given its 
wer, and ftrength to the beaſt. And 
erein, there is a peculiar predilection of pro- 
vidence, in favour of our iſland; and a remark- 
able diſtinction, as to the manner, in which 
popery has been deſtroyed, the Reformation, 
though oppoſed in the firſt and ſubſequent ſtages 
of it, weathered out the ſtorm, attended with, 
a remarkable degree of evangelical light, and 
demonſttation of truth. The curſed influence of 
Antichriſt was reduced to ſubjection, and all the 
efforts of it, though aided by foreign power, has 
never been able to reinſtate it. The Reforma- 
tion in France, though its growth at firſt was ra- 
pid, was gradually cruſhed by the influence of 2 


ecuting court, and at laft was almoſt annihi- 


ated. The court of Rome regained its power, 
and ſeemed to ſit as a queen that knew no ſor- 
row. But God, in whoſe hands are the times 
and ſeaſons, at laſt, has puniſhed that proud king- 
dom, and ſeems to ſay to her, She has wea- 
« ried herſelf with lies, and her great ſcum went 


(1) E, 8. Eſq; B, 4, p. 97» 
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& not forth out of her, &c.”” In thy filthinefs is 
« lexdnelſs ; becauſe l have purged thee, and thou 
„as not purged, thou thall not be purged any 
© more, till | have cauſed my fury to reſt upon 
* thee.” Ex. 24, 4 12, 13, 14. She has now pro - 
bably filled up the meaſures of her iniquitres, le- 
nient meaſures of healing have been fruitleſs, vio- 
leat ones have ſucceeded. Diſtractions and civil 
commotions rage in her bowels ; foreign wars 
waſtes her frontiers ; her towns are burned with 
fire ; the young and the old lie on the ground 
her virgins and young men are fallen by the ſword: 
they are ſlain in the day of Jehovah's anger; they 
are killed and not pitied. Lam. 2. 21. God has 
done to them, the ſame, as to guilty nations in 
former ages; and what he will do to every na- 
tion, that tranſgreſſes his laws, changes his ordi- 
nances, and breaks the everlaſting covenant.— 
A 24- 5- The antient churches of Aſia, once 
amous for the purity of their faith, and the or- 
nament of the eaſt, were guilty of the ſame evil; 
and remains to this day ftriking examples of the 
divine judgments, to ſinful nations, and churches, 
God will have his truth reſpected; where the ora- 
cles of truth are received. he is jealous of his glory, 
and no fins ripen a nation faſter for judgments, 
than the corruption of his truth, and the perſe- 
cution of his people. Let us, as a nation, be- 
ware of imitating the fins of France ; left God 
ſhould imitate her judgments, and pour them down 
up mm us. noe dat | N 


Several remarkable circumſtances in this ſcene, 

are worthy the notice of thoſe, acquainted wittr 

the prophecies, relative to the downtall of Anti- 
* AY D > 
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chriſt; and may furniſh the inquiſitive reader of 
them, with pleaſing refle tions, on the events, 
which are probably an the eve of being tran- 
ſacted. To what degree, Antichriſt may be re- 
duced in this providence, it would be highly pre 
ſumptuous to determine, hiſtory is the interpre- 
ter of prophecy ; but that he is falling t aſt, 
time, circumſtances, and events, proclaim with 
2 loud voice;-whatever form of government, may 

arxiſe out of this tiormr in France, arbitrary power 
and papal tyranny, have received an irrecovera- 
ble blow in that country. The dawn of liberty, 
has begun to emit its benign influence; as the day 
advances, the horrid night of popery will vaniſh; 
and never more obſcure the world with oppreſ- 
fion and 1gnorance. 


T The firſt remarkable coincidence, is in the in- 
firuments of her deſtruction, they are ſuch as have 
given their power to the beat. Theſe, ſhall 
<< hate the whore, make her deſolate and naked, 
«eat her fleſh, and burn her with fire.” Kev. 

17. 16. They have received light te diſcover her 
abominations, and their hearts are filled with 

violent rage againft her. They have found her 
, aſſumption of rights, to be a violent outrage, on 

3 the civil liberties of mankind. Their rage is ſo 

exceſſive, their hatred fo predominant, they ap- 
pear determined, to pluck her uprootand branch; 
and in. rooting up the tares, they deRroy the 
wheat alſo ; wanting even a grain of compaſſion 
for her, they have baniſhed, degraded, or killed 
her. prieſts, and ſeized her revenues; at this time 
they are melting her gold and filver ſaints, tear- 
ing her pictures, and converting her temples into 


— * 
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repoſitories for wa clike ſtores, They have. been 
ſo long uſed to the religious farce, of her innn- 


merable foppiſh rites, and ceremonies, that the 
whole of it appears, what it really is, the inven- 


tions and impoſitions of deſigning men. Lying 


miracles,. grols abſurdities, and tyrannical injunc- 
tions on the conſcience, contrary to common 


ſenſe and reaſon, have largely contributed, to form 


the ſceptical deiſtical temper, now prevalent in 
that kingdom. The prieſts themſelves, have ſong 
been grown diſreputable, fiom the abſurdity of 
their doctrines, connected with the luxury and diſ- 
ſipation of their lives. Similar cauſes, will pro- 
duce ſimilar effects, amongit any clergy indepen- 
dent of their people, who practiſe ſubſcriptions 
to teſts of orthodox doctrines; more from conve- 
nience than principle, do « ines which compoſe 
the matter of their public prayers, immediately 
afterwards, either diſuſed, corrupted, or denied, 
in the molt reſpectable place ot the congregation ; 


attended with a conformity, to the maxims, plea» , 


ſures, and ſpirit of the world, in the public and 
private walks of life. Such flagrant inconſiſten- 
cies, have made many Deiſts, amongſt the more 
intelligent, and produced an indifference to reli- 
gion, and a licentiouſneſs of manners throughout 
the community. Is the effect not natural, for 
men to be indifferent about religion, when thoſe 
whoare paid tor ſupporting it, are indiffe ent about 
it themſelves? 1 mult frankly acknowledge, that 
were ſuch doctrines, and corruptions, impoſed on 
me, as conſonant io the word of God, I ſhould 
ſooner turn Deiſt my ſelf than believe them. How 
juſt this reflection, the thinking reader mult judge 


tor himtelf, to me it has long appeared, a great. 


* 
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evil. It is probable, ſome may be inclined to 
exclude the influence of prophecy, becauſe of the 
wickedneſs of the authors of thelſe violences ; 
but we {hould remember, that God often uſes the 
wicked to puniſh the wicked. Antichriſt has 
been more abundantly wicked, than the preſent 
agents of her deſtruction in France. It is ac- 

nowledged, they have. done, what good and 
pious men could not. But have they not done, 
what the retributive juſtice of God required to be 
done ? undoubtedly rhey are the rod of God's an- 


ger, he has ſent them, as he did the Aﬀyrian of 


old, J. 10. 5. 6. to punith a guilty kingdom, for 
enormous crimes, Which have reached to hea-' 
ven. A | 2 . 


Another event, which accords with infpired 
prophecy, Rev. 18. 11, 14 is, the deilruction of 
their Ich -nology, the doctrine of image worthip, 
an innovation tiercely oppoſed in a declining age 
of the church; but it prevailed, and has main- 
tained a ſurpriſing influence, over the minds of 
men for many ages. Stan | 


For ſome time paſt, theſe rich, maſſy. and 
gaudy fopperies, have been horn from their ſa- 
cred niches, and pedeſtals, and diffolved by tire, 
Sacrilegious wretches! ſays the bigotred papilt, 
to treat with ſuch indignity, the preſervers ot our 
country. Not fo ſays the proteiiant, down with 
them, even to the ground, any ſervice is better 
for them, than the ſuppcrt of idolatry,” a hteral 
violation of the ſecond commandment, Ex 20. 
4- and the corruption of that great truth. There 


6 


* 


( 29.) 


es one mediator between God and man, the 
Man Chrift Jeſus.” 1 Tim. 3. 5. They have 
long deferved the fate of Nehuſtao, a triſle of 
brais; not the reſidence! of a Deity. 2 Kings, 
18 4. Whatever principle, operates in the hearts 
of the French Convention, à religious obſerver, 
muſt attribute their di ſſolution to the hand of ju- 
diotal power, who ſays, © Upon all the Gods of 
Egypt Iwill execute vengeance. ER. 12. 12. et 
II. rg. 1. A pious writer (un) has obſerved, that 
the popith images, and altars, throughout the Ne- 
therlands, were defiroyed in one night, aud Sa- 
tam tell as ligh ning from the ſkies, the ſame ipi- 
rit animated, (wonderful ij the people at the jame 
inſtant; ſo that the magiſtrates ho had the power 
of prevention, were over -· ruled and ſtruck with 
aſtoniſhment. Famianus Strada (0), attributed 
this work to the power 0 the devil; but my au- 
thor obterves, (as well he! might,) it was an ex- 
traordinary work of divine providenge. Ihe ſe- 
rious reader muſt have obſerved, that from the 
_ commencement of this unparalleled revolution, 
expectation has been kept alive to extraordinary 
events of providence ; to ſuch events as former 
hiſtory in compariſon appears a blank. One of 
the greateſt os them, is now paſſing under our 
notice, in the deſtruction of gold and filver images: 
the repreſentations of thoſe, who have been jup- 
pofed and believed, to have the power of inter- 
ceſſion in the celeftial world, and long ance 
enrolled in their calender, and anniverſary days 
appointed to commemorate ;' who preſided over 
do) Flemicy fulfilling of Sceipruryy died, edit. p. 3986 6 
(9) Fleming, pe 3994 eta | 1 
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the ſea; land, towns, ſeaſons,” fickneſſes; and dif- 
orders of the body; before which the ſuperftiti- 
ous. devotee. performed. his me. agiets but now, 
aſtoniſhing change on the human mind! Their 
power and influence is ſuddenly loſt. They are 
degraded and removed. from the temples of reli- 
gion, and conſolidated into one maſs. That ſuch 
impreſſions ſhould be made on the minds of the 
vulgar, the rattic, the bigotted, and the unin- 
formed parts of ſociety, is truly aſtoniſhing, and 
can only be accounted for by the ſecret, and om- 
yipotent power of him, who can employ the 
pathons;'and eradicate [prejudices from minds, 
long under the errofs and habits of ſuperſtition. 
The mere example of men, preſiding over the 
civil affairs of the nation, openly-renouncing the 
ſyſtem of Chriſtianity : has produced an event, 
the laboured argumer®:, of the zealous thedlo- 
ian has not becn able ta produce for ages, and 
in attempting of which; has been guilty of a crime, 
# cruel — could not expiate. Papal anathe- 
mas have followed him into the other world, as 
A wretchz only fit for the tociety of the damned. 
Great and marvellous are thy works Lord God 
D 
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Satan never yet pulledia pin from his own fa- 
bric, and Antichriſt will call to the lait man, to 
ſupport his cauſe. Happy is the man, happy are 
the people, who decline his invitation, yea, ** bap- 
| = mall he be, (as to the honor of the work,) 

that rewardeth thee, as thou haſt ſerved us, 
5 that taketh and daſheth thy little ones againſt 
the flones. En. 8, 9. If tbeſe national 
ſaints, in their modern forms of cannon and mo- 
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ney, ſhould deſtroy the it thouſands ; in their for- 
mer modes of exiſtence, they bave deluded and 
deſtroyed the ſouls of tens of thouſands A con- 
ſiderable advantage is gained on the ſide of u- 
manity ! ! $44 . 1 W163! 16057 


Nor, ſhould it be nanoticed, that the merchants 
of papal innovation, and corruption, now in ex- 
ile, in different nations in Europe, weep aud 
mourn over her. Rey, 18. 11, 12. The preſent- 
ſcenes of devaſtation, the ſubverſion of arbitrary 
power, and the Roman hierarchy, with its lucra- 
tive commerce; undoubtedly affect their minds, 
with ſad and poignant grief. They are from 
principle, enemies to the teformed religion, all 
the hnmanity, which has been ſhewn them, and 
the liberal ſubſcripgions for their relief, appear 
to have done little, -in promoting a ſpirit of en- 
quiry, into the conſiſteney of their religious te- 
nets, and modes of worſhip. I have not tead of 
2 recantation of popery, amongſt the thouſands 
domeſticated with us, ſince their emigration ; and 
it has been abſerved, ſuoh is their-prejudives, that 

notwithitanding collections, have been made in 

moſt churches, they have cautiouſly ſhunned the 

churches themſelves, tenacious of their religious 
Principles, they exempliſy in their ſufferings, an 
adherence to their faith, worthy of our imita- 
tion. Men ſo deeply; intereſted in a declining 
cauſe, mult be deeply affected at the, downfall pt 
Babylon, in their own country. Unknown to 
them, they corrobotate the truth of the predic- 
tion. Art. nn "vis 
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It may probably be objeed, that theſe appli. 
eations ot events, to the language'of prophecy, 
are not ſufficient to attract our notice; the witer 
does not preſume, to impoſe them on the public, 
as the intallible and excluſive applicationot them. 
He does not ſay, they are all as ſufficiently clear, 
as thoſe, Which concern the guilty nation in her 
8 puniſhment ; to him it appears, there 

n snalegy, and he doubts not, you "wy 
others will agree with Sins: n 
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"He totichtves thar' edmntectirore have 9 
Nes been miſtaken, in confining” ſome prophe- 
cies to the final downfal of the anti chriſuan king- 

dom. I have thought, that the 18th Of KU. was 
alone applicable to the city ot Rome, the proper 
ſeat of the beaſt, time has changed my ſentiment, 
At preſent 1 think Babylon, is the whole anti- 
chriſlian empire, exiſting in different nations; 
and tlie prophety, applicable to the different 
ſtages of her declenſon; but more eminently. to 
+be tulfilled, at the laſt period of her exittence. In 
this view of 'thinge, her ' preſent calamities, are 
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The darkneſs and oncertaloryj!t on te Winde of 
men in general. reſpectint this event, is however, 
not unobierved in prophetic language.“ Olo uds 
and darkneſs are roundabout the throne of God, 
in t and remarkable providences He then 
up, the hands of every man, that all men, 
Ae event, may ſee his Work. p, 07. 2. Job, 
37. 7. At preſent, the wickedneſs, violence, and 
nes of the agents of theſe convulitons, oc- 
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cupy the thoughts of man, and arreſt theif paſ- 
ſions to oppoſe them; but the Lord has made all 
things for himſelf, even the wicked for the day 
of evil. Prov. 16. 4. As well to be puniſhed . 
themſelves, as to punith others. Evil means will 
undoubtedly obſcure the good of the event to ur; 
who conned cauſes and effects, of the ſame na- 
ture; but God's ©* ways, are not our ways, nor 
<* his thoughts as our thoughts, DT. 55.8, The 
death of Chriſt, by the hands of wicked men, 
was moſt obſcured, in its real deſign; at the time 
it was tranſacted. And to me it appears, an in- 
variable rule in providence ; that there ſhould be 
ſuch darknels, in the progreſs of great events, as 
to blind the eyes of the agents themſelves, to the 
termination of them; and at the ſame time, ſuch 
a degree of light, in the minds of the rightegus, 
to teach them, what is, and ſhould be the object 
of their prayers and deſires. If the 12th of 
Daniel, is a prophecy of the deſtrution of An- 
tichriſt, and ſuch, I believe, is the ſentiment.of 
all efteemed expoſitors ; it is part of the character 
of that time, that The wicked ſhould do wick - 
« edly, and none of the wicked ſhould under- 
Rand. Dan, 12, 10. A ſeries of ſtriking events, 
have ſo involved the preſent ſcene, that not the 
moſt ſagacious can diſcern, what the end will be. 
Ditficulties conſtantly ariſe, to perplex the actors 
on the ſtage, and to procraſtinate the period of 
the diſpenſation to us. Faith and patience are 
neceffary, © The viſion, Is tor an appointed time, 
int the end it will ſpeak.” Hab, „ 3. The 
dærkneſs of the event, is therefore no {mall evi- 
dence of the nature of this providence, which [ 
think, is more than . and will ter- 


5 


640 
minate, in a conſiderable diminution of antl- 
chriſtian influence, and deſpotic government. 
The darkneſs upon the minds of men, in ſo great 
a degree, and the'almoſt obliterated idea of pro» 
—_ events, appear a juſt requital from God, 
or ſhutting their eyes, againſt that light of the 

3 goſpel, which infinite goodneſs has brought 
nto our world, ** To give light to them who ſet 
in darkneſs, and in the valley of the ſhadow of 
* death,” Matt, 4. 16. Every ſtep, ſays Fle- 
ming, of the churches advance, whefeby+ſthe hath 
gained ground on Antichriſt, has ſtill had ſome 
conflict and wreſtling going before, and thus the 
Lord by ſuffering, doth riper his people for ſuch 
times of mercy : for which time, O let us pray 
and wait, when the ſmoke of that accurſed city, 
Mall aſcend up to heaven, and his people made to 
triumph in his pratfe, and ſing that ſong, Hal- 
+ © lelujah, ſalvation, glory, and hongur, to the 
Lord God, who has judged the great whore, 
«© rejoice over her thou Heaven, and ye holy 
«2poſtles and prophets ; for God hath avenged 


you upon het.. Rv. 19 1.2. 


- Two things, the author had inview, in theſe re- 
fectĩonsand which is his Earneſt prayer may be an- 
ſwered by them, © To àſſiſt the minds of men, in 
forming, what he conceives, à proper judgment, 
on the preſent fate of France, eſpecially, as the 
relate, to the divine judgmenits for former iniqui- 
ties, tocall-off the mind, from the jargon of con- 
tentious politics, of right and wrong in the parties 
engaged in the war. Ihe cauſe of civil liberty, is 
undoubtedly; worth contending for, and the fpi- 
rit of it, was never yet cruſhed in any conteft 
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It may be overcome in a battle, never in a war. 

As Chtiſtians, it is our duty to behold God initde 
whirlwind, and in the ſtorm; and to pity ꝓot- 
iſherds, ſtriving with the patſherus of the earth, 

\ under t he influence of various intereſts, and actu- 


ated by divers motives. Sacred truth teaches us, 
that the downfal of empires, the deciſions af 
"councils. and fate of battles, are the peculiar 
works of him, of whom it is ſaid; '** He chang- 
eth the times, and the ſeaſons, he removeth 
ekingss and ſetteth up kings, giveth wiſdom to 
$* the wite, and kno e to them that know 
*.underflanding.”” Dan. 2. 21, 22. 80 far, 8 
providen tial events accord with the language of 
rophecy, we are to ſearch them out. For, “ the 
* works of the Lord are great, ſought out of all 
them that have pleaſure therein.” P/. 11x, 2, 
We are to enquire concerning the works of his a 
hands. / 45. 11. that we may have a judgment 
of their tendency and defign ; and know how to | 
regulate our petitions at a throne of grace, ac  _ - 
8 the will of God. | 


'Theoether is, that we may elp forward the ; 
decree H our prifers,., Wirit of prayer al- - 
ways plegtdes our enjoy of the mercy we 

pray for ; whe Jongg ht of the churches 
captivity wa "me red, Daniel, ſet him 

ſelf, „to ſeek the Lord by prayer and ſupplica- 

* tion.” Dan. . 2, 3. And ſhall the downfal of 
Antichriſt, tbat great idol of the world, the cor- 
ruption of the evangelical doctrine, the ſubver- 

ion of goſpel worſhip, the great hindrance to the - 
preading of the goſpel, and victory of the truth, 

hat impious one, whoſe character cannot be de- 
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dgeſtroctian will be effected, by the moſt af 
zents in theſe latter times of the world; 
ſn event, be indifferent; to us 3 ſhall 
na 


5 N ing error and orruption, damp ou 
= rene hall we be te 


in that, which 
ay with ſo much weight on the minds of our 


millions of faithfy bil prayers, yet to be NN 

A Father let us join mn the divine ſtruggle, at a thro 

* of mercy ; that the k of the world, ma 
1 eme the kingdoms 
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human policy. and preſent 
aero 


anceſtors; _ extorted from their ſpirits, 


our God and his Chriſt, 
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